
 June 2019 
 

Summer Reading Assignment 
 
Dear AP English III student: 
 
Welcome to AP English Language and Composition, and congratulations on taking this big step toward 
college-level studies! For summer reading, you have been assigned A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy 
Soldier by Ishmael Beah and Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston. You will also read 
the One Book, One School selection. In addition to the hard copies issued  by GHS, the texts listed above 
are hyperlinked if you prefer to read a digital version.  
 
Please join Google Classroom AP ENGLISH 2019-2020 (class code isz9sfj), where you will upload your 
summer reading assignments as Google Docs. Due dates have been posted. Essays must be typed, 
double-spaced, with standard margins (1 to 1.5 inch), 12-point Times New Roman font, using MLA 
format. Both essays must be at least 750 words, have an interesting title and must respond to the prompt 
with a clear thesis and textual evidence. DO NOT PLAGIARIZE. You will also submit all work to 
turnitin.com by the due date (Class ID 21185608    Enrollment Key apeng3). To receive important 
updates and reminders via text message, please join the Remind class by texting the message @9f6d22 to 
the number 81010.  
 
for A Long Way Gone 
1. What universal truths does Ishmael teach us about surviving loss and hunger, and overcoming 
isolation? Respond in an essay of at least 750 words. (See additional criteria in the preceding paragraph.) 
DUE 7/28/19 
 
for Their Eyes Were Watching God  
1. The most fateful moment of Janie’s life involves a dog with "pure hate" in his eyes. In light of Janie’s 
character, how does this dog represent everything she has come to fear? Read from another angle, how 
could this battle between the dog, Tea Cake, and Janie be interpreted as an allegory of racism? Respond in 
an essay of at least 750 words. (See additional criteria in the second paragraph.) DUE 8/25/19 
 
You must complete and upload all of the assignments by the dates posted on Google Classroom and 
Turnitin. Have a safe, fun summer. I look forward to your return to school in September. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
Mrs. Gorman  
bgorman@gcsd.k12.nj.us 
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